
Friends of Fuller Craft Museum, 

Fuller Craft Museum submitted a Challenge America grant to the National Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA) for our exhibition Cicely Carew: BeLOVEd. The Challenge America grant supported 
small to mid-sized organizations to extend the reach of the arts to underserved communities. In 
the final weeks of the Biden administration in December 2024, we were notified of our grant 
award, to be distributed this spring. 

On Friday, May 1, we received an email from the office of the National Endowment for the Arts 
Informing us that “The tentative funding for the following application is Withdrawn by the 
Agency and the National Endowment for the Arts will no longer offer award funding for the 
project.” The notification further cited the project no longer fit priorities “to focus funding on 
projects that reflect the nation's rich artistic heritage and creativity as prioritized by the 
President”. Therefore, our funds were rescinded. 

This withdrawal of previously committed funds has been an important opportunity for Fuller 
Craft Museum to reflect on our mission and the far-reaching impact of the cultural work we do. 
Contrary to the current administration, we believe craft is an essential part of this nation’s “rich 
artistic heritage and creativity,” rooted in inclusivity of all cultures and accessibility to all 
peoples. This broad-based fund rescindment effects hundreds of vital organizations across the 
U.S. who play a critical role in providing access to the cultural, educational, and economic 
health of the nation through the arts. Each organization, including Fuller Craft Museum, now 
has to determine if they are able to complete a project already begun without the financial 
support promised by the NEA, with the only alternative being to abandon mid-stream, a move 
that will adversely impact the institutions, the artists, and our communities. 

We are pleased to share that the Helen Frankenthaler Foundation and Andy Warhol 
Foundation have come together to offer support at this crucial time to 80 visual arts 
organizations whose grants has been rescinded by the NEA, including Fuller Craft Museum. 
Their proactive, thoughtful, and rapid response to this devastating funding reversal provides 
each organization with the matching dollar amount previously awarded through NEA’s 
Challenge America grant. We applaud the courage and action of the Frankenthaler and Warhol 
Foundations to speak out and step up to right the action taken by the current administration. 
Because of their generosity and swift response, 80 organizations, hundreds of artists, and 
countless communities will continue to serve their constituents through vibrant arts 
experiences. 

We stand with our peer organizations to oppose this action taken by the Trump administration 
and will continue to offer exhibitions and programming that reflect and serve our community 
and support artists from every corner of our nation and beyond. 

Please visit Cicely Carew: BeLOVEd on view until September 20, 2026 at Fuller Craft Museum 

Thank you for your support, 

The Board and Staff of Fuller Craft Museum 



 

 

 

 


