
Fuller Craft Museum is thrilled to announce the exhibition Beau McCall: Buttons On!
scheduled to debut on March 30, 2024. Buttons On! showcases wearable and visual art
from McCall’s nearly forty-plus year career, the debut of several new and specially
commissioned works, and select archival material. Curated by Peter “Souleo” Wright, the
exhibition is organized into several themes exploring McCall’s mastery of the button by
applying the everyday fastener onto mostly upcycled fabrics, materials, and objects to
comment on a variety of topics related to pop culture and social justice.

Enthusiastically proclaimed by American Craft magazine as “The Button Man,” McCall
draws  inspiration from the vast button collection of his mother and family. McCall crafts
objects with deliberate focus, with each button arranged to stimulate one’s curiosity and
imagination, while simultaneously drawing attention to the unique history of buttons.

“Buttons are universal and can be found all over the world,” McCall explains. “Throughout
history and in present times we see a variety of buttons that express differences and
similarities in class, political views, and cultural norms. That’s why I’m fascinated by
buttons and use them to create art that unbuttons one’s inner thoughts, so to speak.”

As a creative artist, McCall began his career in New York City’s Harlem neighborhood
after arriving from his native Philadelphia with nothing more than two hundred dollars, a
duffel bag, and a few buttons in his pocket. Circa 1988 he made his critically acclaimed
debut with wearable art at the Harlem Institute of Fashion (HIF) show for HARLEM WEEK.

FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM PRESENTS 
Beau McCall: Buttons On!

March 30, 2024 - January 5, 2025
 

(Brockton, Mass.)
View hi-res images here.
Current Museum Hours: Tuesday – Sunday, 10am-5pm
Please check the website for updates to our hours of admission.
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FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM ANNOUNCES EXHIBITION - BEAU MCCALL: BUTTONS ON!
The first-ever retrospective for creative artist, Beau McCall

https://www.craftcouncil.org/magazine/article/button-man
https://www.flickr.com/photos/fuller_craft/albums/72177720302439258


MEET THE GUEST CURATOR:
Souleo has been hailed as an “Icon of Harlem” (Ruth Millington, art historian and author of
Muse) and “Harlem’s Heart & Soul” (NY Daily News). An acclaimed creative, curator,
impresario, consultant, and muse he seamlessly merges the worlds of art, fashion,
literature, media, and music to document and amplify the stories of the emerging and
underrepresented via exhibitions, events, and writing. Souleo has collaborated with
noteworthy institutions and brands, including New York Public Library, Schomburg Center
for Research in Black Culture, Brooklyn Public Library/Center for Brooklyn History,
Museum of Arts and Design, Columbia University, Barnard College, Newark Museum of
Art, Stax Museum of American Soul Music, Leslie-Lohman Museum of Art, Nordstrom, and
AARP. Souleo's work has been widely covered in outlets including the Associated Press,
NY Times, The New Yorker, New York Magazine/The Cut, ESSENCE, EBONY, and NBC. 

Visit souleouniverse.com to learn more!

McCall went on to become an established force within HIF's Black Fashion Museum
collective presenting at their shows consecutively through 1994, as well as being featured
in their museum exhibitions and prestigious events. During this time, McCall’s visually
captivating work was featured in Women’s Wear Daily and on PBS. Since then, McCall has
added visual art to his portfolio and entered the permanent collections of public
institutions such as Museum of Arts and Design (New York), Philadelphia Museum of Art
(Philadelphia), Victoria and Albert Museum (London), The Museum at FIT (New York), and
the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture (New York). Media outlets including
the New York Times, Associated Press, NPR, WPIX "Morning News" and many more have
featured McCall and his work.

“I am very excited to have my retrospective debut at Fuller Craft Museum,” McCall
enthuses. “I’ve been dedicated to my craft ever since I was a little boy and learned how to
create. Now I finally get to share my story and my works with the world like never before.
Fuller Craft Museum is the perfect place to launch this exhibition because they value the
power of creativity to inspire and they’re just as button obsessed as I am.”

Visit beaumccall.com to learn more!

https://souleouniverse.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/09/style/hip-hop-style-history-fashion-institute-technology.html
https://apnews.com/article/35340aa9202e4e1aa164db39494d7dcd
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/14/996295070/it-wasnt-friendship-at-first-sight-35-years-on-they-found-a-forever-love
https://pix11.com/news/morning/harlems-the-button-man-creates-wearable-visual-art/
https://beaumccall.com/


ABOUT FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM:
Fuller Craft Museum offers expansive opportunities to discover the world of contemporary
craft. By exploring the leading edge of craft through exhibitions, collections, education,
and public programs, we challenge perceptions and build appreciation of the material
world. Our purpose is to inspire, stimulate, and enrich an ever-expanding community. 

Fuller Craft Museum is located at 455 Oak Street in Brockton, Massachusetts. The
Museum is open Tuesday through Sunday, 10:00am-5:00pm. Please check the website for
updates to our hours of admission. Admission is free and by donation only for all guests,
(suggested donation $12). For more information on Fuller Craft exhibitions and events,
please visit www.fullercraft.org or call 508.588.6000.

Check-out our Digital Archive to learn about the objects in Fuller Craft Museum's
permanent collection.

Fuller Craft Museum, New England’s home for contemporary craft. 

https://fullercraft.org/
http://collections.fullercraft.org/Mhomed.aspx?dir=CRAFT


CURRENT EXHIBITIONS: 

Food Justice: Growing a Healthier Community through Art
November 12, 2022 - April 23, 2023

Making History: Recent Acquisitions to the Permanent Collection
April 23, 2022 - September 3, 2023

Daniel Jocz: Permission Granted
September 17, 2022 - May 14, 2023

Creative Alloys: The Boston Metals Scene
January 28, 2023 - June 4, 2023

Riotous Threads: Fiber Works from Gateway Arts
December 17, 2022 - June 25, 2023

Amy Genser: Shifting
January 22, 2022 - December 3, 2023

UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS:

Material Mapping: Data-driven Sculpture by Adrien Segal and Norwood Viviano
May 13, 2023 - March 3, 2024

Lagomorphs: Rabbits and Hares in Contemporary Craft
June 3, 2023 - January 28, 2024

Joyce Scott: Messages
June 24, 2023 - November 5, 2023

The Red Dress Project
February 17, 2024 - May 26, 2024

Beau McCall: Buttons On!
March 30, 2024 - January 5, 2025


