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FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM ANNOUNCES NEWEST EXHIBITION - 
Daniel Jocz: Permission Granted

The career of Massachusetts artist Daniel Jocz is marked by playful irreverence and
experimentation, resulting in a surprisingly diverse body of work. Avoiding repetition or a
signature style, Jocz has mastered the art of innovation and has taken a broad range of formal
and conceptual positions. Incorporating aspects of sculpture, painting, architecture, and the
decorative arts, his small-scale objects also demonstrate Jocz’s technical virtuosity and passion
for ideas.

Curated by Suzanne Ramljak, Daniel Jocz: Permission Granted surveys the artist’s dynamic oeuvre
through some fifty jewelry works along with a selection of related sculptural pieces. Jocz’s
appetite for variation may be traced to his love of jazz music, which he credits as a major
inspiration in his work. One of his first jewelry series was titled “Free Jazz,” and his own practice
of working in series is akin to jazz improvisation, with riffs on a given motif. Along with a
rootedness in music, the other constant in all of Jocz’s work has been a desire to engage
wearers through various creative strategies.

Each series is devoted to a different concept, and Jocz’s far-reaching content spans the silly to
the sublime, the personal to the political. Pop culture sources inform his smiley-face “Happy
Pears” and “X’s and O’s,” while the later “Song” and “Garage Band” series channel more somber
themes. Jocz’s ongoing fascination with the intersection of jewelry and fashion is also on view,
finding full expression in his series, “An American’s Take on the Millstone Ruff.” Together the
works in this exhibition reveal Jocz’s skill at extending jewelry’s small format to convey the
entirety of human experience, from comic to tragic, and grant us permission to embrace the
full spectrum of both art and life.

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/od88svfpr54d9gl/AADDdMLITjlCQfym_-nllKKca?dl=0


ABOUT THE ARTIST:
Daniel Jocz pursued formal training in sculpture, earning a BFA from the Philadelphia College of
Art in 1966 and an MFA from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst in 1969. Beginning his
career as a sculptor in the 1960s, Jocz turned to jewelrymaking in the 1980s. He taught himself
metalworking through trial and error. Jocz’s jewelry is in many national and international public
collections, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art; Smithsonian’s Renwick Gallery; Museum
of Fine Arts, Boston; New York; Montreal Museum of Fine Arts; and National Gallery of
Scotland. His work has been widely exhibited, including the 2000 solo show Daniel Jocz:
Uncommon Sense, curated by Suzanne Ramljak. Jocz has twice been awarded the Patricia
Jellinek Hallowell Prize for Outstanding Jeweler in Massachusetts. He is professor emeritus in
the Metal Department at the Massachusetts College of Art and Design, Boston, where he had
taught since 1993.
 

ABOUT THE CURATOR:
Suzanne Ramljak, an art historian and writer, currently serves as Chief Curator at Frederik
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park in Grand Rapids, MI. Prior to that she was a curator at the
American Federation of Arts, New York. Ramljak formerly served as editor of Metalsmith and of
Sculpture magazines. She has worked in the curatorial departments of the Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum, the Detroit Institute of Arts, and the University of Michigan Museum of
Art. Among the exhibitions she has independently curated are Romancing the Brain; Case
Studies: Art in a Valise; Playtime: Toys for Adults; and Natural Wonders: The Sublime in
Contemporary Art. She is widely published in the fields of art, craft and design and her books
include, On Body and Soul: Contemporary Armor to Amulets and Loaded: Guns in
Contemporary Art.



ABOUT FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM:
Fuller Craft Museum offers expansive opportunities to discover the world of contemporary
craft. By exploring the leading edge of craft through exhibitions, collections, education, and
public programs, we challenge perceptions and build appreciation of the material world. Our
purpose is to inspire, stimulate, and enrich an ever-expanding community. 

Fuller Craft Museum is located at 455 Oak Street in Brockton, Massachusetts. The Museum is
open Tuesday through Sunday, 10:00am-5:00pm. Please check the website for updates to our
hours of admission. Admission is free for Brockton, MA residents and admission by donation
for all guests, (suggested donation $12). For more information on Fuller Craft exhibitions and
events, please visit www.fullercraft.org or call 508.588.6000.

Check-out our Digital Archive to learn about the objects in Fuller Craft Museum's permanent
collection.

Fuller Craft Museum, New England’s home for contemporary craft. 

CURRENT EXHIBITIONS: 

Interpreting Change: Weavers’ Guild of Boston – 1922 – 2022
May 14, 2022 - October 16, 2022

Out of Bounds: The Art of Croquet
June 4, 2022 - November 6, 2022

Mosaics Today: Ancient Art Through a Contemporary Lens
July 2 , 2022 - December 4 , 2022

Daniel Jocz: Permission Granted
September 17, 2022 - May 14, 2023

Amy Genser: Shifting
February 5, 2022 - December 3, 2023

Making History: Recent Acquisitions to the Permanent Collection
April 23, 2022 - Ongoing

https://fullercraft.org/
http://collections.fullercraft.org/Mhomed.aspx?dir=CRAFT

