
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

CONTACT: Titi Ngwenya (508) 588-6000 x118, tngwenya@fullercraft.org 

(Brockton, Mass.) Fuller Craft Museum, New England’s home for contemporary craft 

Museum Hours: Tuesday – Sunday 10:00 am – 5:00 pm, Thursday 5:00 – 9:00 pm 

 
FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM PRESENTS  
 
New Acquisition: Laura Petrovich-Cheney 

 
High Resolution image and bio are found at 
https://fullercraft.org/new-acquisition-laura-petrovich-cheney/ 
 

 
We are proud to announce that Cornered (2017) by artist Laura Petrovich-Cheney was 

recently accessioned into Fuller Craft Museum’s Permanent Collection. 

 

Inspired by traditional quilt construction, Laura Petrovich-Cheney creates vibrant wall 

sculptures from Hurricane Sandy debris—wooden siding, porch railings, rocking chairs, 

dressers, drawers, etc. Cheney’s works probe notions of materiality and memory, and the 

transformation of detritus into fully realized art forms.  

 

A former fashion designer and textile artist, she incorporates traditional and contemporary 

quilt patterns in her forms, and much like fiber quilt-makers, she creates objects with portent 

and visual appeal using discarded scraps that once had different purposes. Cornered is a 

fitting addition to Fuller Craft’s permanent collection in that it is part of a subset of works that 

bridge two media—in this case fiber and wood. In the vein of recycled material/found object 

work, the piece also reflects the current sustainability movement in contemporary craft. 

 

Artist Statement 

Material has memory. The objects that surround us offer comfort and identity and become 

carriers of our stories. I have collected wood from communities around the country that have 

suffered environmental disasters—such as wild fires, tornadoes, and hurricanes. The story of 

the wooden quilt series began after the devastation that Hurricane Sandy brought my coastal 

community in fall 2012. In its aftermath, the once organized communities and lives of the 



 

 

residents were recognizable only as piles of rubble distributed haphazardly during the chaos 

of the storm. Clapboard siding, floorboards, cabinets, and window frames, were often all that 

remained of homes torn apart by the storm's ferocity. The intimate textures of this wood, with 

its chipped layers of paint, nail holes and grain, tell a story and suggest another prior life in 

the faded colors and worn surfaces. The material is left as found—I never alter the color or 

texture. Inspiration came from the American ideal of a pioneer woman's can-do resilient spirit 

and instinct for survival. I learned that these women crafted quilts for warmth and comfort with 

scraps of cloth. These wooden quilts also recall a past heritage of craftsmanship and labor. 

As both formal, abstract art objects and expressions of feminism, traditional American 

patchwork quilt are designs I find familiar and comforting. I piece together this salvaged 

wood into something meaningful and orderly, seeking solace from these environmental 

disasters. I am drawn to quilts because they are symbols of hope and infused with meaning—

political, communal, familial, and personal. 

 
 
Current Exhibitions:  
 
2018 Biennial Members Exhibition 
April 14 – October 7, 2018  
 
Tricks of the Trade: Illusions in Craft-Based Media  
March 31 – November 18, 2018 
 
Revolution in the Making: The Pussyhat Project 
January 20 – May 20, 2018 
 
Brother Thomas: Seeking the Sublime 
February 3 – May 13, 2018 
 
Object Lessons, Selections from Fuller Craft Museum’s Permanent Collection 
Ongoing 
 
 
Upcoming Exhibitions:  
 
Playtime in the Making 
May 19 – September 16, 2018 
 
FORTitude: The Art of Play  
May 19 – September 16, 2018 

Objects of Use and Beauty: Design and Craft in Japanese Culinary Tools 
June 2 – October 28, 2018   
 
Grounds for Play: Sculptures That Excite the Imagination 
June 23 – October 21, 2018 
 
Uneasy Beauty: Discomfort in Contemporary Adornment  
October 6, 2018 – April 21, 2019    



 

 

 
Context: Language, Media, and Meaning from the Surface Design Association 
October 27, 2018 – February 24, 2019 
 
Mano-Made: New Expressions in Craft by Latino Artists  
December 15, 2018 – September 8, 2019 
 
Donna Dodson: Zodiac 
February 2 – May 19, 2019 
 
Rooted, Revived, Reinvented: The History of American Basketry 
May 18 – August 18, 2019 
 
Human Impact: Stories of the Opioid Epidemic 
September 28, 2019 – March 15, 2020 
 
Striking Gold: Fuller at 50 
September 7, 2019 – April 5, 2020 
 
 
About Fuller Craft Museum 
 
Fuller Craft Museum, New England’s only museum of contemporary craft, is dedicated to the 

objects, ideas, and insights that inspire both patrons and artists to explore life through the art 

of contemporary craft. Fuller Craft Museum is located at 455 Oak St. in Brockton, MA. The 

Museum is open Tuesday through Sunday, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm, with free admission for all 

Thursdays from 5:00 – 9:00 pm. Admission is $10 adults, $8 seniors and $5 students, free for 

members and children 12 and under. For more information on Fuller Craft exhibitions and 

events please visit www.fullercraft.org or call 508.588.6000. 

 
Fuller Craft Museum, New England’s home for contemporary craft 
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