
Fuller Craft Museum : Family Guide 

Welcome! Let’s discover how artists make 

objects in Clay, Fiber, Glass, Metal and Wood… 

the five most common materials used by 

artists of contemporary craft objects. 

  

What is Contemporary Craft?  

Objects made for use, such as a ceramic mug for 

drinking or a wooden chair for sitting are 

considered “craft.” Long before commercial 

manufacturing, these objects were made by hand 

by artisans. “Craft” can also refer to the artistic 

skill required in working with materials and in 

creating objects that can be decorative, functional, 

or both. 

Accepted as an important art form, contemporary 

craft is often characterized by innovation in design 

and materials as well as modern interpretations of 

traditional technique and style. Today, studio craft 

artists continue to make objects by hand, pieces 

that can be both useful and interesting to look at. 
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Shelter, Place, Social, Distance: 
Contemporary Dialogues from the Permanent 
Collection 



Another name for Ceramics 

is Pottery. Potters use a 

Kiln to fire clay. Some 

ceramics have a glazed 

finish which appears to be 

very shiny while other 

pottery have a matt finish 

(unshiny). Clay may be 

modeled by hand or with 

the assistance of a potter's 

wheel—shaping it with their 

hands while the clay 

spins—This type of pottery 

is referred to as being 

“thrown.”   

 

Kilns are special ovens that 

reach over 1000 ° F to fire 

ceramics. A Potter is an 

artist who makes  pottery. 

Glazes are made up of 

materials that melt during 

the firing process making 

objects like cups and vases 

shiny and able to hold liquids. 

 

Ceramic 

Grandmother , Akio Takamori  

Stoneware with underglazes, 2010 

 What is the first thing you notice about this piece of art? 

 The artist titled this piece “Grandmother”; What might you name it if 

you were the artist? 

 Looking at the face, how do you think she is feeling? 

 How is the figure standing? What does her body language tell you? 

 Can you stand like that; How do you feel in that position? 

Clay is a natural 

product dug 

from the earth.  



Ceremonial Cup #2 , Rick Hirsch  

 Some pieces of artwork are Functional 

(have a purpose or use) while other 

pieces of work are Nonfunctional (do not 

have a use ). 

 Do you think this piece of pottery is 

functional or nonfunctional? 

 When might you use this? 

 What other kinds of ceramic objects  can 

you think of? You might even have some at 

home!  

 What do you think it would be like to work 

with clay? Would it be sticky or dry? Hard 

or soft?  

A terra cotta flower pot and a coffee mug are two ceramic objects 

you might have at home. They both began as wet pieces of clay that 

are formed into a useful shape and fired in a kiln.  

What other similarities do these objects share? In what ways are 

they different? Which one typically feels rough or unfinished? Which 

one is usually shiny and smooth? Would you want to drink out of a 

flower pot—why or why not?  

 What’s the 
difference? 
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Fiber art may be made of  

natural materials (from plants 

or trees, or animals) or 

synthetic (made by people in a 

laboratory, like nylon). Often 

these fibers are spun into 

thread, which is then woven 

into fabric. This fabric can then 

be used to create clothing, 

quilts, embroideries and more.  

The use of 

cotton and wool to 

create natural fabrics can be 

traced back to 3000 BC, and 

evidence of silk use from 2500 

BC. The creation of man-

made fibers has only been 

within the last 100 

years.  Rayon, was the first 

man-made fiber created in 

1910, Nylon was invented in 

1935. 

Fiber 

Penland Pottery Basket , Billie Ruth Sudduth  

Billie Ruth Sudduth’s Penland Pottery Basket is twined and braided 

and named in tribute to all the potters from Penland School of 

Crafts in North Carolina. 

 How is this basket similar to a piece of pottery? 

 In what way is this basket different from a piece of pottery? 

 How many different kinds of lines and colors can you find in 

Sudduth’s basket? 

 What would you put in this basket?  Why? 

 Does this basket remind you of objects in nature? 

 What other examples of art connecting with nature in the can 

you think of?  

There are 3 basic kinds 

of baskets—coiled, 

twined, or woven.  



Galciers-Chile, Mary Merrill  

 

 

Most common Synthetic 
Fibers used in clothing: 

 Spandex 

 Nylon 

 Rayon 

 Acetate 

 Acrylic 

 Polyester 

Are your clothes made out of 

more natural fibers or synthetic 

fibers? Why do you think 

manufactures decide to use one 

over the other?  

Both this piece and Penland Pottery Basket , 
are made from fiber; what is the difference 

between this piece of art and that of Billie Ruth 

Sudduth?  
 

Weaving is the interlacing of two sets 

of threads at right angles to each other to 

form cloth. Weaving is usually done on a loom 

using two sets of 

threads, called 

the warp and the 

weft. 

Warp Weft 

 Be a fiber 

Detective! 

Fi
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Look through the clothes in your closet at home and read the 
labels. How many of the following can you find? 

 

Most common Natural Fibers used in clothing: 

 Cotton 

 Linen 

 Wool 

 Silk 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Thread
https://kids.kiddle.co/Cloth


Glass is a magical material 

made by mixing sand, soda 

ash and lime into a big 

ceramic bowl called a 

crucible. Turning these raw 

materials into glass involves 

heating them up to a 

temperature of 2,300° F, 

inside of a special furnace.  

Glass can be cut, sculpted and 

blown to create beautiful craft 

objects. 

Glass blowing, as a 

technique, was created 

around 2,000 years ago! To 

blow glass, a special tool 

called a blowpipe is used to 

pick up the liquid glass—

the glass blower uses their 

breath to blow air into the 

blowpipe and create a 

bubble of glass.  

Glass 

Bud, A Cactus from Northern New 
Mexico, Flo Perkins  

 What is the first thing you notice when looking at 

this piece? 

 How do you think it would feel to touch this object? 

 How might you describe it to someone else? 

 What will you remember about this piece later? 

Someone who 

makes glass is called 

a Gaffer 



Landscape Vase, Keith Rowe  
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Try this simple experiment at home to get the feel for what it’s like 
working with glass. 
 

Using the end of a spoon or honey dipper try to get a glob of honey from the 

jar into a cup. This is like what hot glass is like on the end of a blowpipe. 

If you keep the spoon turning, and hold it just at the right angle, it’s easy to 

move the honey as a “round” glob. Play with lowering and raising the spoon 

and watch gravity distort the honey’s shape or cause it to drip off. The same is 

true with glass at the end of blowpipe! 

 If you did not know that Landscape Vase was 

made of glass, what might you think it was 

made of? Why? 

 Why do you think the artist chose to call it 

“Landscape Vase” ?  

 How does Landscape Vase differ from Bud, A 

Cactus from Northern New Mexico ? In 

what ways are they similar? 

 
What is it like  

working with glass?  



Metals are minerals like iron or 

lead that are found 

underground in rocks. Metals 

have many properties such as 

strength and durability. When 

heated, metals can be shaped 

into anything from a small 

paperclip to a large bronze 

statue. Shiny metals like gold 

and silver are used to make 

jewelry. 

A “Jeweler” is someone who 

buys and sells jewelry, 

Goldsmiths and Silversmiths, 

create jewelry from metal. Gold 

and silver are ideal for making 

jewelry because they are soft 

and can be easily  shaped into 

designs. Along with gold, silver 

was once  commonly used for 

coins. 

Metal 

This artist is known for his mixed-media sculptural collages 

using a multitude of colorful tin scraps, sheets of plywood, 

metal sheers, a hammer, and tiny brads (thin nails), the artist 

reassembles the pieces like a jigsaw puzzle. 

 Imagine who might live in this house... What makes you say 

that? 

 Would you like to live in this house? Why or why not? 

 How many nails do you think are in this object? 

 

House, Tony Berlant  

The earliest 

Goldsmiths were the 

ancient Egyptians. 



Some materials, like metal, can be shaped into different form 
permanently. Metals like gold, silver, copper and aluminum can 
be made into thin wires, or beaten into thin sheets.  
 

At home, tear off two sheets of aluminum foil 

from a roll (they should be about the same size)—

notice that although it is a metal is isn’t very 

durable or difficult to bend, shape or tear. Squeeze 

 What shapes and lines can you identify 
in this piece? 

 Looking at both “House” and “Striped 
Tea Set #2 ,” can you tell which piece is 
functional (has a use or purpose); and 
which is non-functional (does not have 
a use)? 

 Do all metal objects weigh the same? 
Are some heavy and some lighter? 

 Metal can be sharp, can it also be 
smooth? 

Striped Tea Set #2, Vincent Ferrini  
Sterling silver, bronze, plexiglass  
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one sheet of foil into a ball, compare the two pieces of foil. 

How is the ball different from the flat sheet? How are they similar? Do 

you think you can unroll the ball and flatten it out again? Try it. What 

does the foil look like after it had been squished and flatted? 

 

 

How do materials 

change form? 



Wood comes in many different 

kinds. Oak, maple (hardwood) 

and pine and redwood 

(softwood) are widely-used 

types of wood. Woods are 

usually divided 

into softwood (from conifers) 

and hardwood from flowering 

plants.  

 

Woodturning is a type of 

woodworking used to create 

wooden objects on a lathe. A 

lathe is a power tool that rotates 

a piece of wood on an axis and 

allows you to shape it using 

various carving tools. Wood 

bowls, table legs, candle sticks, 

and goblets are all products 

woodturning. 

Wood 

Cornered , Laura Petrovich-Cheney 

Inspired by traditional quilt construction, Laura Petrovich-Cheney 

creates vibrant wall sculptures with scattered pieces of wood 

remains from Hurricane Sandy—wooden siding, porch railings, 

broken furniture, and other objects that she collected after the 

storm. Her work explores  ideas of memory and transformation. 

 What shapes do you see in this artwork? 

 How many squares can you find? 

 Using  scraps of found wood pieces, Laura created a 

patchwork quilt. What other materials might you use to 

create a quilt? 

Grain is the stripes 

in wood created by 

growth rings. 

https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Oak
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Pine
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Softwood
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Hardwood
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Flowering_plants


Double Rocker, Tom Loeser  

Wood grain describes the alignment, texture and appearance of 
the wood fibers. This is often important in its effect on 
woodworking techniques. Basic grain 
descriptions and types include: 

Straight - grain which runs in a single direction along 
the cut wood, a product of a straight growing tree. 

Cross - grain in which some cells grow out from the 
major growth axis of the tree. 

 Both “Cornered” and “Double Rocker” are made of 

wood; how are they different? How are they alike? 

 Imagine you are sitting in the Double Rocker… Who 

would you invite to sit on the other side? 

 Would it be easy or difficult to have a conversation 

with someone while sitting in this chair? Why or why 

not? 

Spiral - grain which develops as the trunk of the tree twists in 
development. 

Grain pattern in woods can be changed dramatically by making a different 

kind of cut in the wood. Look closely at any wood objects you may have. 

How many different patterns you can find? 

End grain 

Face grain 

Edge grain 

 
Take a closer look 

at wood... 
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