
 
 
 

 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

CONTACT: Titi Ngwenya (508) 588-6000 x118, tngwenya@fullercraft.org 

(Brockton, Mass.) Fuller Craft Museum, New England’s home for contemporary craft 

Chris Gustin: Masterworks in Clay, October 20, 2012 – March 17, 2013 (extended) 

FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM PRESENTS: 

Talking Through the Vessel:  A Studio Masterclass Event with Ceramicist Chris Gustin 

Private Reception, Friday, February 1, 6:30 – 9:00 pm 

Masterclass, Saturday & Sunday, February 2 – 3, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Lecture/Lunch, Saturday, February 2, 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm 

High resolution images at http://fullercraft.org/press/chris-gustin-masterworks-in-clay/ 

 

Visual artists are not always the best speakers. However, Chris Gustin, one of the 

most innovative and respected ceramicists, is the polar exception. We are excited 

to announce an entire weekend of discourse about the possibilities of clay from a 

ceramicist that communicates as masterfully through his words as he does through 

his artwork. 

 

The event is held in conjunction with Gustin’s new exhibition at Fuller Craft Museum 

Chris Gustin: Masterworks in Clay.  Sherry Leedy, an artist, gallery owner, and 

champion of leading American ceramic sculptors, curated the exhibition. The 

weekend begins on the Friday night before the masterclass with a private gallery 

talk given by the artist, with wine and hors d'oeuvres.  Then there are two full days of 

the masterclass with Chris Gustin in the studio, an experience inside the mind of a 

master. Gustin throws and builds pots as he talks through his process. On Saturday, 

Gustin also gives a lecture/ luncheon about the “Architecture of the Vessel.” 



 
 
 

 

 

About the Exhibition 

This exhibition was curated by Sherry Leedy, of Sherry Leedy Contemporary Art, in 

Kansas City, MO.  She began working with Fuller Craft Museum on this exhibition 

over three years ago and helped with the original grant to the Windgate Foundation 

that made the exhibition possible.  The exhibition chronicles 38 years of Gustin’s 

work, from undergraduate school to 2012. There are examples of almost every series 

of work made, with pieces from numerous public and private collections throughout 

the country, as well as Gustin’s own archives.  

 

The exhibition is the first museum retrospective exhibition of the ceramicist’s 35- 

year career as an artist and teacher. Known for his biomorphic forms and 

dedication to an exploration of the vessel, Gustin has also developed a following as 

one of the most respected artists specializing in the Anagama woodfiring tradition. 

 

About the Catalogue 

Chris Gustin: Masterworks in Clay, the catalogue was designed by Eismont Design 

in North Swanzy, NH. Catalogues are available for purchase through Fuller Craft 

Museum. With 160 pages, an intro by Jonathan Fairbanks, Director of the Fuller, and 

essays by Sherry Leedy, Edward Lebow, Janet Koplos, Jeffrey Spahn and Gustin, 

the catalogue pictures works from 1975-2012. 

 

More About the Masterclass 

What is it that makes a pot good or gives it a lasting visual presence?  Through 

Gustin’s words, ponder elements of design.  Hear the concerns (functional versus 

sculptural, metaphor and meaning) and decisions of this extraordinary maker as he 

creates each vessel. Gustin will use both the potter’s wheel and coil building 

techniques. Consider, line, proportion, geometry, ratio, scale, volume. Ask questions 

about the roles they play as each work of art unfolds before your eyes. 

 



 
 
 

At the opening reception of his first retrospective exhibition “Chris Gustin: 

Masterworks in Clay” he delivered an unforgettable talk about his life and the 

evolution of his work that not only touched the audience with his thoughtful 

methodology, but also challenged everyone to think about the more formal aspects 

of his work. This masterclass event picks up right where that speech left us. 

 

More About Chris Gustin More About Chris Gustin More About Chris Gustin More About Chris Gustin     

"I figured out early on that you have to make work.  If you make the work then the work will 

lead you. I trust that. The reality is that I am incredibly fortunate, and I know it.  To be able to 

work full time in a studio is a gift, and with that comes a certain responsibility. I feel that 

responsibility was one that my parents gave me. You know 'Use it. Do it.'"  --Chris Gustin 

 

Chris Gustin, born in 1952, has been recognized for his excellence and innovation in 

ceramics with many awards in his 35-year career, including two National 

Endowment for the Arts fellowships in 1978 and 1986. However, this highly 

anticipated exhibition, Chris Gustin: Masterworks in Clay, will be his first solo 

museum exhibition. With key examples of his work from the late 1970s to the 

present, the exhibition will include etchings and monoprints that have not been 

shown before. We will also have a collection of his tea bowls in the Keith Gallery. 

Presented chronologically, the full range of his life’s work will be shown together, 

revealing the evolution of over time, his commitment and exploration of the ceramic 

vessel, and his conceptual and technical expertise. 

 

Chris Gustin came onto the ceramic scene in the mid-1970s as a graduate of the 

prestigious ceramics department at Kansas City Art Institute, under the mentoring of 

Ken Ferguson, Victor Babu, and George Timock. It was a time of tremendous 

creative fervor and Gustin and his contemporaries including Kurt Weiser, Akio 

Takimore, Stan Welsh, and Arnie Zimmerman set the standard that formed the 

contemporary ceramic movement. Chris Gustin’s impact and influence as a teacher 

has been equally important. Gustin taught for over 23 years at Boston University, the 

Swain School of Design, and the University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth, where he 



 
 
 

is now Professor Emeritus. In 2000, he left teaching to devote his full energies to his 

ceramic work. 

 

Fuller Craft is proud to present the work of a true master. Join us for an exhibition 

that will explore meaning beyond materiality, challenge us with the fluidity of form 

and void, and prompt us to consider vessels, human and clay alike. 

 
Current Exhibitions at Fuller Craft  

Chris Gustin: Masterworks in Clay 

October 20, 2012 – March 17, 2013 

2012 Biennial Members Exhibition 
September 22, 2012 – February 10, 2013 

 

Grand Tales of the Loom, Four Master Weavers     
September 22, 2012 – January 20, 2013  
 
Mark Davis: Icarus  
Extended through Sept 30, 2012  
 
Traditions and Innovations: Fuller Craft Museum Collects  
Ongoing  
 
Coming Soon to Fuller Craft  

Dark Garden: An Installation by Linda Huey 
February 2, 2013 – April 28, 2013 
 
About Fuller Craft Museum  

Fuller Craft Museum, New England’s only museum of contemporary craft, is dedicated 

to the objects, ideas, and insight that inspire both patrons and artists to explore life 

through the art of contemporary craft. Fuller Craft Museum is located at 455 Oak St. in 

Brockton, MA. The Museum is open Tuesday through Sunday, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm, 

with free admission for all Thursdays from 5:00 – 9:00 pm. Admission is $8 adults, $5 

seniors and students, free for members and children 12 and under. For more 

information on Fuller Craft exhibitions and events please visit www.fullercraft.org or call 

508.588.6000.  

Fuller Craft Museum, New England’s home for contemporary craft.  


